Questions to ask regarding student response systems:
The following questions are meant to help you focus your search for a student response system based on your personal needs. 
1) Cost:

a. What is the cost to the instructor/department? 

b. What is the cost to the student? 

c. Are there any future costs of renewed subscription or upgrades?

2) Functionality:

a. What types of questions can be asked and what do you need?

i. Multiple choice?
ii. True/false?
iii. Numerical problems?
iv. Short answer?
v. Pictures or graphs w/any of the above?
b. How does it interface?
i. Mac & PC compatible?

ii. PowerPoint compatible?

1. Can questions be embedded in PowerPoint, or do you have to toggle back and forth?

2. If you have to toggle, how easy is it to do so?

3. If questions are embedded in PowerPoint, can previously made PPT presentations that include questions be transferred easily to the system?

c. What types of reports can be generated from the system?

i. Grades?

ii. Item analysis?

iii. Analysis of objective accomplishment?

iv. Analysis of student levels based on gender/ethnicity?
d. What type of system is it?

i. Infra-red?
ii. Radio frequency?
iii. Wired in classroom?
3) Portability:

a. Operated through USB port?
b. Hubs (large or small)?
c. Wired in a classroom?
4) Capacity: 
a. How many responses can be received by system?

b. Can respondents change their answer multiple times?

5) Commitments:

a. Does an instructor have to adopt a textbook from a specific publisher in order to use the system?

b. Is your institution committed to a particular license with any system?

Response system web sites 
Sample web sites to start you on your search. 
www.einstruction.com
www.gtcocalcomp.com
http://www.turningtechnologies.com/highereducation.htm
http://www.pcipro.com/default.htm
http://www.vistacomusa.com/index.html
http://www.replysystems.com/
http://www.optionfinder.com/
http://www.meridiaars.com/
