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Presentation Description:
In an effort to promote student success and support our student population more effectively, the Purdue University Calumet School of Nursing Academic Advisor and the Instructional Designer developed a module for all undergraduate nursing students at Purdue University Calumet.  The site will be launched in the fall of 2005.
Abstract
In the School of Nursing at Purdue University Calumet, a variety of technologies are utilized for both graduate and undergraduate classes.  Our faculty use WebCT Vista for both online and hybrid courses and students are required to use the technology in almost every course.  As a result, it was felt that adding a module for the Academic Advisor would be an efficient means to quickly disseminate information to students.  The purpose of this presentation is to highlight an innovative use of WebCT for disseminating information to students.  
In this presentation, we will show the Advisor site in WebCT and highlight the various areas required by the Academic Advisor.  We will discuss why we chose those particular areas and what aspects the Advisor felt were important for students to enhance their academic success in their program.  We will discuss why the Advisor module can be more timely and less costly to distribute information to students.
The first area we created was the Advisor Info page.  This page provides the student with information about the Nursing Advisor as well as office hours, how to make appointments, campus location and an email address.  

The next section created was the Discussion Forum.  The Advisor’s goal is to post topics of interest to students that they may wish to discuss.  An example of one discussion might be about course progression.  The Advisor can monitor the discussions and add her input as needed.
As curriculum changes, so does the Nursing program.  The Program Updates area allows the Advisor to quickly keep students abreast of changes as they occur.  Students can thus get accurate facts quickly and easily from the advisor and avoid the “grapevine” method of information distribution.
We also provided an area for Links to Additional Websites.  These websites include those of interest to our student population.  Currently, we offer links to our Transfer Equivalency site at Purdue University Calumet.  This site is important to all transfer students or those students who take courses at other institutions.  Additional links include our Undergraduate Handbook and the Undergraduate Faculty web page.

Plans of Study are a list of courses in a particular program curriculum that all students must follow in order to complete their course of study.  These sheets are normally posted on the School of Nursing website and available to students.  In an effort to consolidate the most important information for student success in the Nursing program, the Plans of Study are provided.  
An FAQs page has been created to provide students access to questions that the Advisor hears often.  Students are encouraged to visit this page often to see if their questions are already answered.  
Lastly, a section for the most commonly used Forms for students was created.  Learning Modules were used so that students could choose the forms they need easily from the list.

The strategies used in developing this module were to consolidate all essential information in one location for students.  Students can also view the Advisor’s calendar to determine when she would be available for appointments.  

Use of the email system in Vista also allows a more focused approach for personal contact without the fear of violation of confidentiality.  Since all Vista email stays in Vista and doesn’t go to an outside email system, the system is more secure.
Using WebCT Vista as an Advisor site can be adopted by other departments.  The template we have developed for the School of Nursing can easily be modified and used by any other school.  All they would need to do is put in their own information.  The goal of quickly and easily distributing information to students is accomplished by simply enrolling them in the module.  Use of Announcements and the various icons provided on the Vista eCourses page can advise students when updates have been made.

Using a course management system to support students is one more component of distance education.  Not all students come to campus.  Providing guidance to students at a distance is one more way to help ensure student success in the Nursing program.  Ultimately, better communication between students, the advisor and instructors can be facilitated using the Advisor module in WebCT Vista.  
